[image: image1.jpg]




Senate GOP Criticizes Congressional Plan

by: Jon Campbell 

March 15, 2012

With a federal court likely to have the final say in hashing out New York’s congressional redistricting process, Senate Republicans have filed a list of complaints with a magistrate’s plan for settling the dispute.

The Republican-led Senate and Democrat-controlled Assembly haven’t been able to come to an agreement on congressional lines, and lawmakers in both houses said today that negotiations have more or less stopped. U.S. Magistrate Roanne Mann unveiled her final recommendations on Monday, and it will be put to a public hearing tomorrow before a three-judge panel in Brooklyn.

The Senate GOP, however, objected to the plan today in a court filing. Several districts “needlessly violate traditional redistricting principles,” they wrote, pointing to proposed districts on Long Island, in New York City’s outer boroughs, and in the western part of the state.

Some districts in the magistrate’s plan ignore incumbency, according to Republicans, which they argue is “contrary to governing case law.”

Here’s the Senate GOP’s list of complaints:
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